Milo Community School Council
General Meeting

Tuesday October 20, 2015
Location: School Library
Present (10):  Rachelle Prud’Homme, Jana Bartsch, Mealane Deitz, Leanne Bertschy, Rusty Tannant, Katie Walker, Bernie Kirk, Quincy Smith, Chad Monner, Steph Laroche.
Agenda additions/deletions – Rachelle added band under principal report.  New business - Katie added buddy bench presentation, Jana added Milo Library Meeting request.  Katie adopted agenda.
Mealane called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.

Jana read minutes from the September 22, 2015 meeting.  One error per Leanne re: treasurer report = $12,300 total not just in general account.  Leanne adopted minutes as read.
Treasurer Report
Leanne Bertschy presented treasurer report:

General Account - $  2,408.45

GIC (cash)  
 - $   9,005.43

Total $11,413.88 as of September 30, 2015
Teacher’s Reports
See attached for Teachers Reports.
Principal Report: Rachelle Prud’Homme

a) School Goals 2015-2016 (see report attached).  

· Discussed literacy goals.  Katie asked what parents and grandparents can do to help with literacy?  Things like home reading, student organization (having their books ready at the start of class, not in their bags in their lockers), and communication between staff/students/parents is a start.  Was suggested that recommendations/ideas from teachers sent to parents on how to engage kids and help with home reading be sent home.  And putting items in school council google calendar for helpful reminders and tips.
· Rusty explained how the student council this year will be a collaborative leadership team made up of any students interested in participating from grades 6-9.  The Milo Student Leadership Council (aka L.C.) will have no president, vice-president, etc. (no elections), just possibly a class representative from each grade.  The L.C. will be in charge of planning spirit days, holiday parties, etc.
b) IB Programming – not going to have a whole lot to share for the first little while as the program gets rolling.  Looking into PD opportunities (training courses) for this year’s teachers.  Concentrating on using learning profiles in curriculum.  Rachelle is doing IB coordinating for now, might look into possibly switching duties to Bernie in the future.  The IB Coordinator does not have to have IB training (they recommend the coordinator’s workshop), but does have to be someone in the building (a school-based person).
c) Marketing and Promotion – Rachelle working with Colin Monner on creating new letterhead for school, advertising, and a new school sign on front of building.  Rachelle has put in a request with Palliser to use the school generated funds surplus (for the following items marine biology, field trips, options class supplies, literacy PD, literacy resources, IB programme – marketing and PD, and nutrition program).
Mealane asked what was left from the breakfast club funds from previous years.  Per Tammy Lahd the balance is $389.77.  The breakfast club was started years ago for kids who came to school with no lunch and breakfast.  Parents are welcome to come into help with the breakfast program if they wish. 
d) Band and Music – looking into possibly changing band classes to grades 6-9 & grades 3-5.  This would add 4 more students to the 6-9 class.  Brian might need a few more instruments.  The goal is to try to free some of Rusty’s teaching time to work with students in need or on vice-principal duties.  Also looking into possibly having 2 rooms (1-5 & 6-9) instead of 3 rooms for just the first half hour of each day (read/write time, buddy reading) and last half hour of each day (flex time, write in agenda books, send papers home).  Still 3 home rooms for core subjects.
Palliser Report: Colleen Deitz

Jana read Palliser report from Colleen Deitz: 

Had board meeting yesterday.  The Village of Milo came and made a presentation to the board.  First off they thanked Palliser for the sale of the land east of the arena to them.  This had been in the process since 2003 or 2004, and finally the sale has been finalized.  Then they showed the village lots for sale and what their plans are to try to attract families to the village.  The Village is looking at ways to market their subdivision lots at bargain prices with a building intention clause.  Colleen is glad they came to present to the board, so that the other board members are well aware that Milo is making progress.
Finally met with education minister David Eggen.  Just a preliminary meeting, there is much more to do in future meetings.

Board is looking for art from a student for our Palliser Christmas cards.  Deadline October 26.  Form is online.
Old business

School Council will pay for ½ of the meal costs from the meet the teacher night due to some of the food being used for hot lunch.  
a) 2013 Grade 9 Class Legacy Gift (now grade 12 students) – there is some leftover money from what these grade 9 grads fundraised and the kids would like to have something at the school.  Katie suggested the “Buddy bench” (park bench).  Which is a simple idea to eliminate loneliness and foster friendship of the playground.  Bench can be made out of various materials and painted or drawn on to spread a message or kind words, or in this case leave a legacy.  Costs vary based on type of bench (free standing is cheaper).  2 benches cost $2374 including shipping and taxes.  Could same $250 if someone picks up from Medicine Hat.  The Milo Seed Cleaning Plant is interested in helping sponsoring the purchase of this bench.  Mealane, Katie, Rachelle and former 2013 students will look into purchasing one bench, dependant on funding.  Jana motioned for this group to look into the possibility of purchasing the buddy bench.  Carried.  Funds available out of School Council Account for buddy bench = $391.13 (GIC 1955.64 – 1564.51 paid to Milo School for grad expenses, catering bill cost $2278.50).
b) Fall Fair Supper – Our profit was $397.42.  Grocery bill was over $100 more than the previous year (most likely due to beef prices).  Served approximately 240 people this year vs. 300 last year.  Weather was much cooler this year.  Jana asked Charity at Milo Green Foods to make a note on the fall fair order for next year to go one less roast and 50 less potatoes.  That would still be enough food for 300, as there was over 100 potatoes left and 2 roasts plus 2 trays of sliced beef leftover.  Mealane and Brenda Prentice (Fall Fair Chair) discussed how serving this meal is a community service and profit is not a priority.  The School Council will continue to serve the Fall Fair Suppers.
New business
a) Parent Engagement Committee – Rachelle wants to send forms home with students and place ad in the Milo Can Opener asking for volunteers for literacy situations, nutrition breakfast program, etc.    She suggested we form a committee to plan events to engage the community targeting parents (ie. info meetings, movie nights, board game nights, etc.)  Jana suggested to possibly work with the Milo Recreation Director (Chris Gauthier) is helping planning a few more family events that take place at the school, getting people into and using the school.  Committee so far consists of Katie Walker, Rachelle Prud’Homme and Jana Bartsch.

Family Movie Night – Friday November 6 - 7:00ish pm – details to be worked out.

b) Marine Biology Trip – 10 confirmed out of 22 students so far for the trip.  Letters being finalized and will be going home with students.  Friday October 23 Work Party for Marine Biology Students – work opportunity for individual students to work and raise their own funds to go towards the trip.  Mealane Deitz organizing work party.  Job is picking a special type of plant and clean off the dirt to put into tubs for Greg Deitz.  Plants need to be shipped Saturday.
c) Remembrance Day Program – November 10 at 10:30 am
School runs in conjunction with Milo Lions Club.  Tammy, Rusty and Bernie have already started on organizing.

d) Halloween Celebrations – School Leadership Council (L.C.) want to build haunted house in old office in school and watch a movie in the gym.  In the past there have been pumpkin carving, costume parade, sock hop, etc.  Up to teachers and L.C. to decide what they are going to do.

e) Milo Library is having a community needs assessment meeting on Tuesday November 10 at 5:30 pm (includes Pizza Supper).  It would be great if we could send some representatives (ie, 1 teacher/staff, 1 parent, 1 junior high student) to help them discuss community strengths and weaknesses and to help identify the school and community needs.  If you’d like to attend, please contact Barb Godkin or Joanne Monner or Library 599-3850.
Serving Group suppers

Lions Suppers – Nov 18, Feb 3, April 6
Grade 9 Grad – May ?

If anyone can help serve and/or bring a dessert, please let someone from school council executive know.

Milo Community School Foundation

Next Casino is the 1st quarter of 2017.

Next foundation meeting is right after this school council meeting.


Application deadlines (Milo school staff) are October 15, January 15, April 15.

Next School Council meeting November 17 at 6:30 pm.  Rachelle asked when AGM (Annual General Meeting) is.  January meeting will be AGM to present yearly financials.  
Mealane adjourned the meeting at 9:15 pm.
ACTION LIST

Buddy Bench - Mealane & Katie

Movie Night (November 6) – Jana & Katie

Remembrance Day Program (Nov 10) – Tammy, Bernie, Rusty & Milo Lions Club

Lions Supper (November 18) – Jana Convener

